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To  Mr,  GEORGE  MAXWELL. 


/ 

SIR} 

IT  is  probable  you  may  not  cxpefl  to  hear  from  me  at 
prefent ;  nor  fhould  I  have  paid  my  refpefls  to  you 
fp  foon,  but  for  a  circumftance  I  fhall  mentioii  pre- 
fently.  I  had,  indeed,  promifed  to  give  a  Hiftory  of 
your  condu6l*  as  a  Commiffiuner  in  the  South  Holland 
Drainage,  and  the  Fleet  Inclofure  Bills;  and  I  will 
mod  carefully  keep  my  promife ;  but  I  always  intended, 
and  flill  do  intend,  to  poftpone  that,  'till  the  meafure 
of  your  mifcQndua  in  thofe  bufineffes  is  full;  the 
Hiftory  of  ii  fhall  then  be  complete^ 


*  In  animadverting  upon  the  condu£l  of  tnc  Commiflioners, 
I  wifh  to  he  confidered  as  confining  myfelf  almoft  exclufively 
to  Mr.  Maxwell,  as  he  appears  to  be  their  perpetual  di^lator. 
The  two  Gentlemen  joined  with  him  1  have  but  little  to  objeft 
againft;  though  I  cannot  help  thinking  them  blanveable  for 
committing  themfelves  to  the  management  of  a  man  fo  proud 
fo  arbitrary,  and  overbearing.  If  this  fupinenefs  has  betrayed 
cither  or  both  of  them  into  very  unpleafant  predicaments, 
I  need  not  remind  them  of  it.  If  it  has  not,  I  have  been  very 
[uugh  tnirinfortned^  as  well  as  midaken* 
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,  A  former  publication,  that  feems  to  have  given  yo^ 
much  umbrage,  was  occafioned  by  your  illiberal,  and 
unprovoked  prin'ed  attack  upon  the  very  title  to 
part  of  my  eftate,  with  which  you  had  no  fort  of  bufinefs 
or  conceriiy  either  officially  or  otherwije*  For  the  prefent 
addrefs,  you  are  indebted  to  the  volpme  of  low  abufe 
you  was  pleafed  to  honor  m.e  wi:h  at  a  late  public 
meeting  at  Spalding.  If  1  had  been  difpofcd  to  have 
retorted  your  fcurrilities,  the  confufion  and  irregularity 
which  prevailed  in  the  room,  would  have  made  it  im- 
pofTible.  I  was  far  from  entertaining  any  ^u^i  wifh  or 
inclination;  at  the  fame  time,  I  was  equally  far  from 
intending  they  fhouW  pafs  unnoticed. 

Abufe  is  fo  notorioufly  your  general  mode  ofanfwer-. 
ing,  that  I  fhould  have  been  much  difappointedif  you 
had  afted  differently;  and  as  this  happy  talent  of  your's 
has  been  exerted  with  lingular  effetl  upon  chara6lers  fo 
trul/ eftimable  as  Mr.  Wing,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Devie,  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.  R.  O.  the  late  Mr.  H.  and  many  other  very 
v/orthy  men,  I  fhould  have  been  mortified  if  you  had 
not  added  my  name  to  fo  refpeftable  a  lilt*.     For  this 

dillinQioa 

\   . 

*  In  fome  very  liberal  letters  which  Mr.  Maxwell  thought 
proper  to  print  and  publi-lli,  addreffed  to  John  IVin g,  Efq.  Tuid 
ethers;  amidft  a  profufion  of  flowers  eq^ually  fragrant,  1  fhall  at 
prefent  fele£l  only  the  following  el  gant  bouquet, 

Mr.  JVing,  a  truly  refpeftable  charafter.  is  very  wittily  called 
Mr.  Leg,  and  infulted  through  the  whole  correfpondcnce  with 
moff  grofs  and  wanton- abufe, 

A  faithful  honeft  old  affiftant  on  the  Bedford  e(late,  whofe 
name  happened,  lurkilv  for  Mr.  Maxwell's  punning  propenfity, 
tobe  Pfij)'ne,  is,  with  equal  ingenuity,  nicknamed  Mr.TROUBLE, 
and  charged  with  the  terrible  crime  of  drinking  brandy  I 

The 
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diftinflion  I  thank  you;  nnd  can  truly  affure  you,  that 
I  fiiall  always  confider  myfelf  honored  by  the  abufc  of  Juch 
men  as  Mr,  MaxwtlL 

It  may  perhaps  be  afl>ed,'  if  inftead  of  .rai'ing  and 
aburi!;.,£;,  it  would  not  have  been  as  well  to  anfwer,  and 
confute?  But  fuch  faflidious  enquirers  Oiould  recoUefl, 
that  to  rail  is  extremely  eafy — to  aofu  er,  more  than 
difficult — and  to  confute,  perhaps  impoffible* 

You,  Sir,  wiihout  any  juft  caufe,  feem  to  have  loft 
your  temper;  I  have  not  loft  mine,  though  fmaning 
under  injuries,  from  your  malice  as  v/ell  as  your  mif- 
conduft,  which  require  all  the  mildnefs  of  humanity  to 


The  Rev.  Mr.  R..O. -who lately  p^id  the  debt  of  nat^ire,  ^^  full 
*"'  of  years,  and  full  of  honi)ar,"  who  lived  genersHy  beloved 
aiid  refpefted'  ^s  a  clergyman  -and  a  magiilrate,  snd  died 
univerfally  deplored  and  Irsmented  as  a  gent.lenian  and  a 
ckriftian.  This  very  excellent  man  is  treated  by  Mr.  MaxwelJ, 
in  language  fo  grossly  fcurrilous,  and  even  To  o{fi)j(ivdy  jdthy^ 
that  it  is  impoffibie  to  copy  it,""  v/itbout  inflilting  common 
decency,  and  difgracing  the  prcfs,  as  the  original  has  already 
4one. 

*'  Kent  hut  a  ^A xkvj  -£.1.1  fiould  a  Maxwell  quoted^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Devie,  another  ancient  and  venerable  clergyman 
and  magiftrate,  and  as  refpe^titble  a  man  as  any  in  exiflence, 
after  being  moft  wittilv  railed  an  <dd  woman,  and  abufed  in 
words  too  grpfs  to  repeat,  is  mofi:  polilely  reminded  how  very 
near  his  name  f  Devie)  is  to  the  word  dtvil,  with  an  obfervation- 
that  is  too  (hocking  even  to  hint  at.  Surely  the  infinuation  of 
io  defpicable,  not  to  fay  diabolical  a  pun,  never  difg^aced  the 
garrets  of  Grub-Street!  Such  however  is  \^\r.  Maxtucll's  wit! 
Such  is  Mr.  MaxzoeU's  liberality!  Such  are  Mr.  Maxxvell*s 
tirgumets  ? — And  yet,  this  is  the  man  who  complains  of  being 
treated  with  too  little  ceremony,  in  a  publication  v/here  his 
narrie,  fo  far  from  being  punned  upon,  or  quibbled  v/ith,  is  not 
^ven  mentioned, 

forget. 
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forget,  and  all  the  mfeeknefs  of  chriftianity  to  forgive* 
pifficultas  the  talk  might  haVe  been,  if  you  had  fatisfied 
yourfelf  with  injuring  only,  I  fhould  have  endeavoured 
to  fuffer  in  filence;  but  when  to  private,  as  well  as 
ptiblic  injuries,  you  add  alfo  private  and  public  infults, 
it  becomes  impoffible,  and  would  be  difgraceful  to  the 
fpirit  of  a  man,  to  let  them  pafs  unnoticed.  The  meek 
fplrit  of  chriftianity  does  indeed  inculcate  the  excellent 
doftrfne  of  forgiving  injuries;  but  it  does  not  prohibit 
the  neceflary  attention  to  repel  the  infuking  arrogance 
of  petulance,  pride,  and  itiaievoletice.  Permit  me 
therefore  calmly  to  affure  you,  that  your  abufe  is  harm- 
lefs  and  inan^;  and  yout  anger  you  fhould  referve  for 
future  occafions,  which  may  better  feem  to  warrant, 
-what  nothing,  in  faS,  can  either  warrant  or  juftify;  in 
the  mean  time,  let  it  not  keep  you  ftill  blind,  as  you 
ahvays  have  been  to  the  truth  contained  in  the  fhort 
n^aximof  a  celebrated  French  writer — ''  Abuftr^  nejl pai 
*^  rf^owif  re/'— ABUSING  is  not  answering  I 

You.  w^s  pleafed  to  fay,  that  "  I  have  publifhed  a 
"^  thoufand  falfities:' — Indeed!  Then  are  you  ftrangely 
kind  and  indulgent  tofalfities!  Surely,  much  more  fo 
than  a  good  man  ought  to  be;  for  you  haVe  fuffered  more 
than  eighteen  months  to  elapfe,  without  either  confuting, 
of  even  pointing  out  one  of  the  thoufand.  If  falfities, 
they  could  do  you  no  injury,  nor  me  any  credit;— juft 
the  contrary*  Why  then  this  anger  and  anxiety  about 
what,  if  falfe,  would  not  deferve  a  thought?  "^  thoufani 
^^  falfitits^'  would  bng  finCe  have  confuted  themfeives; 
and  yet  I  have  never  heard  of  any  one  but  yourfelf,  that 

pretended 
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pretended  to  entertain  the  leaft  fhadow  of  a  doubt,  about 
the  truth  of  any  thing  contained  in  the  publication,  that 
feem$  to  have  given  you  To  much  offence.  I  never  did, 
;ior  ever  will  publifh  any  thing  but  what  I  know  to  be 
true,  or  have  the  b^ft  grounded  reafon  to  think  fo,  be^ 
yond  xhe  poffibility  of  doubting;  and  I  challenge  you 
to  difprove  ONE  of  the  "  thoufand  falfities  "  you  fp 
confidently  charge  me  with.  The  man  that  brands  nie 
with  fdlfhood,  muft  be  a  flranger  to  truth  hjmfelf. 
You  yourfcjf  know  the  charge  to  be  unfounded;  and 
that  it  proves  nothing  but  your  total  ignorance  pf  my 
<:hara6[er.  Falfliood,  Sir,  does  not,  nor  ever  did, 
form  any  part  of  that  charafler; — for  this  I  can  fafely 
and  proudly  appeal  to  all  thole  who  really  know  me; 
they  are  fully  competent  to  repel  the  calumny,  aiid 
jcontemn  the  calupnniator. 

Before  I  proceed  to  notice  your  fcurrilities  nior^ 
particularly,  I  v/ill  beftow  a  few  minutes  in  explaining 
what  occafioned  them;  that  it  may  appear  whether  abufp 
and  illiberality,  always  out  of  time,  was  a  whit  better 
timed  in  this  cdfe  than  in  others. 

At  the  meeting  above  alluded  to,  a  claufe  in  ihp 
rieet  Inclofure  A61  was  mentioned,  which,  ampngjj 
much  other  extraneous  matter,  is  very  foreign  to  the 
fubjeft  of  thajL  Bill.  J  had  occafjon  to  obferye,  that  if 
the  South  Holland  Drainage  Conjnijffioners  bad  donip 
their  duty,  that  claufe  would  have  been  unneceffary^ 
Without  being  fuffcred  to  explain  my  meaning,  J  wa^ 
immediately  affdiled   with  a    torrent  of   illiberal   an(3 

perfona! 
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perfona!  abufe,  difgraceful  te  any  pTaceJ  but  particularly 
•fo  to  a  meeting  of  gentleriicn,  convened  to  tranraQ: 
^public  bufinefs*     The  mea'iansj  which   I   was  not  then 

permitted  to  explain,  I  foal!  now  take  the  liberty  of 

ftating  fliorfly;  thaf  it '  niay  appear  whether  the  above 
"deGlarati()ll  'Contained  any  thing   falfe  or  unfounded,  fo 

as  tojuilify  a  conduS  Co  uncpurteous  and.  ungenile* 

The  obje£l  of  the  South  Holland  Drainage  Bill,  Is  td 
drain  and  improve  fundry  low  lands  of  a  certain 
defcription;  and  it  contains  a  claufe,  empowering  the 
Commiffioners  to  extend'  thfc  benefit  of  that  Drainage  to 
certain  h'gh  lands  alfo,  "  provided  t\vo-thirds  ih  Value, 
**  of  the  Proprietors  of  fuch  high  Lands,  in  each  Parilh^ 
*i  fhould'  petition  the*  Commiirioners  for  that  purpofe, 
«  at  any  of  their  Meetings  to  be  held  before  the  29th  of 
«  September  1793-"  The  feveral  pariilies  which  in- 
tended petitioning,. prepared  their  petitiorrs  accordingly, 
ready  to  deliver;  and  a  meeting  was  held  at  Holbech  for 
■  the  purpofe  of  receiving  fuch  petitions,  on  the  22d  of 
September  1793.  When,  inRead  of  receiving  them,  the 
Commiffioners  thought  proper  to  adjourn  that  meeting  to 
the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  the  very  laft  day  on  which 
they  could  be  received,  under  the  pretence  of  allowing 
^ore  time  for  preparing  the  petitions. 

As  the  petitions  were  all  ready  to  deliver,  and  I 
believe  not  a  fingle  fignature  has  been  added  to  them 
fince;  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  Colnmiffioners, 
inftead  of  reciving  them  then,  thouglu  it  beft  to  adjourn 
Ihe  meeting.     But;  without   enquiring,  I   will  fuppofe 

their 
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their  reafons  to  be  gdod  and  cogent.  Let  us  fee  what 
\v2ls  done  at  the  adjourned  meeting: — Mr.  Walker, 
one  of  the  Ccmmiffi oners,  and  Mr.  Saunderfon,  their 
Solicitor,  with  his  Clerk,  duly  attended.  But,  although 
you  had  been  at  Holbcch  the  evening  hcfore,  and  were 
then  at  Spalding,  on-y  eight  miles  off,  inftcad  of  meet^ 
ing  them,  you  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Walker,  informing 
him,  ^  That  Mr.  Hare  was  detained  at  home  by  a 
**  domeftic  misfortune,  and  therefore,  as  no  bufinefs 
<*  could  be  done,  you  fliould  not  attend;  and  direfted 
*'  Mr.  Walker  to  adjourn  to  the  4th  of  November/* 
By  this,  your  non-attendance,  the  power  of  receiving 
the  petitions  was  loft  for  ever. 

The  claufe  in  the  a£l  which  appoints  the  three  Commir» 
Coners,  afterwards  goes  on  in  thefev/ords — ^^  And  any  two 
<*  of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  are  hereby  fully  anthorifed 
*'  and  empowered  to  aft,  execute,  do,  and  perform, 
«<  all  and  every  or  any  Matter,  or  Thing,  required  and 
"  neeeffary  to  be  done,  and  performed,  by  and  in 
**  purfuance  of  this  A9,  as  fully  and  efPedually,  to  all 
*'  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  if  all  the  faid  Commiffioners 
•«  hereinbefore  appointed  were  prefent  at,  and  executed, 
<<  did,  and  performed  the  fame."  Will  it  be  faid,  that 
you  did  not  know  of,  or  did  not  underftand  this  part  of 
the  claufe.^  That  would  be  ignorance  too  grofs  for 
Mr.  Maxwell.  Will  you,  therefore,  condefcend  to 
inform  the  petitioners,  thus  a  fecond  time  difappointed, 
for  what  other  reafon  you  ncgkfled  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing, and  fo  deprived  them  for  ever  of  any  advantage 

B  under 
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under    the     AQ::     but    by    a    frefli '   application    to 
Parliament,    which   it    accordingly   became    neceffary 
:to  make? 

The  Fleet  Inclofure  Bill  foon  after  went  into  Par- 

'-liamentj  and  they  were  obliged  to   avail   themfelves  of 

that  opportunity  to  renew  the  powers  your  negle6l  had 

buffered  to  lapfe;  and,  accordingly,    a   claufe  for   this 

purpofe  was  crowded  into  that  Bill,  with   much  other 

^matter    very    foreign    to    the    fubje6l    of    the    Fleet 

*  Inclofure. 

Is  there  a  man  exifting.  who  will  think  I  went  too  faf 

in  faying,  that  "  if  the  Commiffioners  had  done  their 

-  «*  daty,    that  claufe  would  have  been    unnecellbry?  " 

'  Perhaps,  indeed,  I  fliould  only  have  faid — i^  Mr-MaxweM 

-had   done  his  duty?    Mr.  Walker,   one  of  the   Cora- 

mjffio-ners,  did  his  duty  by  attending*     Mr.  Hare,  the 

other  Commifii'oner,   had  a   reafonable  excufe  for  his 

non-attendance.     But  you,  fiiewing  no  proper  attentiofi 

to  the  buiinefs,  affigned  no  other  reafon  for  your  no- 

glcfty    than   Mr.  Hare*s    unavoidable    abfence,    whxh 

certainly  made  your  prefence  the  more  ncceflliry,  as  you 

:  could  not  but  know,  that  Mr.  Walker  and  you  would 

.  have  formed  a  quorum,  fully  competent  to  the  bufmcfs 

■  of  the   day,    whit:h  your   negligence   loft,    and   whicJi 

could  never  afterwards  be  refumed. 

If  the  bufmcfs  of  the  day  had  been-  any  thing  in  the 
common  routine  of  comrtiijfioiieering^  any  thing  that  might 
be  done  to-day,  to-morrow,  or  twelve  months  hence-— 

or- 
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cx^'in  other.  \Vrtrds,  any  matter  that  would  ^ear  a  dozen 
adjdurnmcnts^  and  at  lafl  to  be;  done  a  la  ComvvJJionairc; 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  fay,  much  allowance  might  be  made 
for  a  GREAT  MANi's  whmis  and  caprices.  But  as  that, 
was  the  lafl  day  fdr'tranf "ailing  it,  a^  it  mufl  be  done 
that  day  or  not  at  all^  as.  it.  would  not  admit  of  any 
further  aidjournraents;  but,  if  negleded  then,  the  very; 
power  of  d'ling  it.  was  loft  for  ever.  At  fuch  a  moment 
to  be  whimfica],  and  fuffer  your  caprice  to  luperfede 
your,  duty,  was  moft  unaccountable,  and,  1  think, 
ahnoft  unpardonable. 

It  may  jiot  be  unpleafant  to  enquire,  what  !w as  the 
mighty  huf:nefs  that  required,  as  unavoidably  neceffary, 
the  attendance  of  all  the  tlitree  CommifTioners?  If  thefe. 
three  gteat  men,  with  their  clerks  and  their  clerk's  clerk 
had  afiembled,  they  would  have  received  from  the 
liands  of  perfons,  ready  to  deliver  them,  ten  or  twelve, 
we  will  fay,  perliaps  twenty  papers  folded  up,  Vv^hich 
the  clerk's  clerk  would  have  put  together  and  wrapped 
round  with  red  tape!  This  is  all  I  think  they  could  have 
had  to  do?  For  you  will  not  yourfelf  pretend  to. fay, 
that  any  one  of  thofe  petitions  would  have  been  taken 
into  confideration,  or  even  looked  into  on  th^t  day; 
yet,  according  to  your  ideas,  this  mighty  bufinefs 
rendered  indifpenfably  neceffary  the  attendance  of  all 
the  three  CommifTioners,  at  two  guineas  a  day  each; 
with  their  clerk,  and  his  clerk^  at  a  fee,  I  hope,  not  lefs 
liberal  and  handfome* : 

B  a  ihavc 
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I  have  before  faid,  and  I  fay  again^  that  fuch  meetings 
as  thefe  have  been  wantonly  muhiplied,  particularly  in 
the  Fleet  Inclofure,  beyond  what  the  Ad  either  requires 
or  juftifies.     This  is   evident  from   the  plaineft  can"^ 
ftruftion  of  the  very  words  of  the  Aft  itfelf;  fo   clear, 
that  I  defy  ignorance  itfelf  to  mifcotiflrue,  or  chicanery 
to  mifreprefent,  the  obvioils  meaning  both  of  the  fpirit 
ahd  letter  of  it.      When  it   is  confidered  that  thefe 
curious  meetings  coft  the  public   nearly,  if   not   quite, 
TEN   Bounds  each,  they  need  not  be  informed,  nor  do 
they  want  informing,    for   they   know  it  already,  that 
when   the  Commiffioners  and  other  expenfes   are  paid, 
little  indeed  will  remain  for  the  Proprietors;  and  that 
little  is  conftantly  made  lefs   and  lefs,  by  the  fhameful 
manner  in  which  the  bufinefs  is  protraftcd  from  day  to 
day — from  month  to  month — and  from  year  to  year^     For 
the  Fleet  Inclofure  Bill  paffed  into  a  law  May  23d,  1794; 
but,  though  many  meetings  like   the  above  have  been 
held,  the  Common  ft  ill  remains,  and  is  likely  to  remain 
exaQly  in  the  fame  ftate  it  was  in  before  an  inclofure  w«s 
thought  of. 

Before  I  quit  this  fubjeft,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
obferve,  that  it  is  peculiar  to  the  South  Holland 
Drainage,  and  the  Fleet  Inclofure  Afts,  for  aU  the 
Commiffioners  to  attend  at  every  meeting.  1  believe  I 
am  right  in  faying,  that  in  both  cafes,  and  I  fpeak  witk 
confidence,,  as  to  the  Fleet  Inclofure,  there  has  not 
been  one  meeting  held,  without  all  the  Commiffioners 
attending.  I  am  not  fo  faftidious  las  to  objeB  to  their 
all  attending,    if  it  be  convenient;    but,  as   two  arc 

competent 
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tompetcnt  in  all  cafes,  I  cannot  admit  the  propriety  of 
expediency  of  adjourning  a  meeting  (the    bufinefs    of 
which   could  not  be  poJlpGncd)  merely  becaufe   all  three 
could  not  conveniently  attend;  or  rather  becaufe-  one  of 
them  could  not,  and  another  would  not  attend.     Neithejs 
does  cuftom  fandion  the  praftic^,  or  juftifythe  neceflity- 
of   it;    on   the   contrary,  it  is   very  common  in  other, 
bufineffes  of  the  fame  derc:riptionj  for  meetings  to  be- 
held by  two  Commiffioners.    If  we  reafoti  from  analogy^ 
it  will  be  found   that  I  am  far  from  faying  too  much^ 
when  I  (late,  that  all  the  Commiffioners  attending  every 
meeting   is  not  neceffary.      Let  us  advert  to  a  caffe  as^ 
fimilar  as   pofl5bk-rrI   -mean    that    of  commiffions  of 
bankruptcy.     There,  five  Commiffioners  are  appointed^ 
and  three    are  competent  to  a£l.     No  man  eVer  heard 
of  more  than  three  CommifTioners  fitting  at  a  meeting; 
and  if  four  Or  five  ftiould  think  proper  to  a8:  at  once, 
and  fubje61:  the  eftate  to  a  needlefs  expenfe,  I  am  con- 
vinced the  Lord  Chancellor  would  not  only  cenfure 
them  for  their  conduQ,  but  would  ftrike  their  names 
out  of  the  lifts  of  Commiffioners^ 

It  is  nothitig  novel  for  you  in  your  capacity  of  a 
Commiffioner  for  Inclofures,  &c.  to  fet  at  defiance  the 
Aft  which  creates  both  your  office  and  its  power.  IH 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  legiflature  pofitively  fays,  tmd 
Commiffioners  fhall  be  competent.  You  at:e  pleafed' 
to  hold  a  different  language;  and,  like  the  ghoft  ife- 
Gay*s  farce,  confidently  exclaim—^  ^//  threel  AlX^ 
f!  THREE  !!  ALL  THREE  !!!  "      '     - 


But 
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'^'B^iit-  it  is  time  to  return  to  your  poll f€  converfaticin  at 
the  meeting  at  wS  pal  ding.     In  language  peculiarly  youf' 
6wn,  you  was  pleafed  to  promife  (perhaps   I   ought  tor 
fay  thrtaien)  "  That  you  would  give  me  fuck  a  drtjjing  as^'I 
^  never  -had'  in  ffiy  I' fe !  "  Whatever  this  elegarit-expreffioFv 
Itjight    mean,   I    n  ither    know,  nor    am    folicitous  to- 
enquire — mean  what  it  would,  you  have  not  ^kept  your 
promife,  and  I  ForrT^e  you  will  not,  fqr  the-beft  reafon* 
in  the ' workl — '^ecaufe  you  dare  not!   Ahout  that  I  am^ 
ftoically  indifferent — I  confider  with  perfe6l  apatliy  and- 
unconcern,    all    that  Mr.  Maxwell  can  fay  about  me/ 
And  though  Lknow  the  happy  facility  with  which  he  can' 
twift    and    watp    the    truth   to    his    purpofes,    I    am 
carelefs  about  that,  fo  long  as  I  know  alfo,  that,  with  all- 
his  art,  he  cannot  torture  it  i-nto  '  falfity.     Under  the- 
fanflion   of    reafon,    truth,    and    common    fenfe,     the 
prefent  Letter  and  a  former  trifle,  about  which  you  feem- 
lb' mightily  forCj  bid  defiance  to  «//  Mr  splendour  of 
your   VAST  abilities,    either   to   deny    the   faBs,  or 
confute  the  inferences  they  contain.  Secure  in  the  refpeS- 
^nd   good  opinion  of  my  neighbours  and  countryme^n-i^' 
the  chara£ier  you  are  daily  rfioft  illiberally  attacking,  is 
c^quallv  fafe  from  the  low  efforts  of  your  malice.   I  reflect, 
Sir,  with  pride  and  exultation,  that  that  chara6ler  is  fan' 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  envenomed  fliafts  of  your  mai 
levolence:   I  repeat,  that  I   refleft  upon  it  with  prid6;' 
becaufci  the  pride  of  deferving  a  good  charafter,  and- 
the  luxury  of  enjoying  one,  are  all  the  pride  and  luxury ' 
Lever  felt,  or  afpired  to, — Say  the  Jamt  with  trut-hj 

1  Ihall 


".  1  fhall  t"herefore  pafs  over  the  more  virulent  pans  ot 
j^jour  fcurrility  at  Spalding,  as  well  as  the  grofs  cdlummes 
you  are  pleafed  to  honor  me  with  in  my  abfence.  It 
voiild,  indeed,  be  impolitic  to  diflingu:/h  them  with 
any  notice,  as  the  poifon  never  fails  to  bring  the  antidote 
Twith  it;  for  they  are  never. mentioned,  without  being 
reprobated  with  that  pointed  difapprobation  they  cannot 
fail  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  every  man  of  fenfe  and 
liberality.  Indeed,  if  it  were  otherwife,  they  would 
neither  require  nor  deferve  any  other  anfwer  than  what 
is  contained  in  a  fingle  word,  which  I  am  almoft  a.s 
tinwiiling  to  ufe,  as  I  fliould  be  to  deferve.  That  word 
has  fo  often  been  joined  to  your  name,  that  tbey.ar^ 
almoft  become  fynonymous  terms,  and  have  long  fince 
loft  their  ufual  effe^.,  both  with  yourfelf  and  the  public. 
To  prove  thi?  j  I  need  only  refer  to  fun  dry  pamphlet;^ 
by  Mr,  Hartley  and  others,  to  whom  you  addi  elTed  fomc 
of  your  elegant  and  liberal  epijlles.— — • 

It  is  well  known  in  how  high  and  fublime  a  ftile  yoa 
cftimate  the   vaft    extent  of   your   power  as  a    Com- 

miflioner; — in  your  idea,  it  is  without  bounds. -'Ihat 

power  is  certainly   too  great,  and  you  have  on   many 

occafions    hiade   us  feel   it   is  abundantly   fo. Still 

however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  is  circumfcribed  by  fome 
limits;  and,  partial  as  you  are  to  nt  foppofed  enormoi^s 
magnitude,  you  will  furely  admit,-  that  however  great  it 
may  be,  you  derive  it  all  from  the  A61  that  appoints  yoq, 
and  that  you  ought  ftriftly  to  conform  to  its  dire61ions. 
Where  the  A61  is  filent,  you  cannot  have  any  power  at 
,a!L*— And  a  fortiori,  in  cafes  where  the  Aft  in  pointe^d 

words. 
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Words,  exprefsly  takes  all  power  out  of  your  hands; 
yon  cannot,  in  dircB  contradiQion  to  it,  create  a  power 
for  yourfelf.  The  Fleet  tnclofure  Bill,  in  a  claufe 
which  I  (hall  copy  in  the  margin*,  exprefsly  determines 
every  thing  with  refpeft  to  the  right  of  Tythes  to  the 

intended  new  allotments.- It  tells  you,   in  fo  many 

words,  that  fuch  Tyihes  are  to  be  paid  to  the  R  ector  ot 
Fleet* — —It  does  not  leave,  it  did  not  intend  to  leave, 
to  the  Commiffioners  the  fbadow  of  any  power  to  a6l  in^ 
determine  upon,  dire^l,  advife,  or  even  to  think  about 
the  right  or  claim  to  fuch  Tythes.  It  exprefsly  deprives 
you  of  all  fuch  power,  and  pofitively  takes  it  out  of 

your  bands.-^ Yet,    in    difc£l    ContradiQion  to  this 

claufe,  miftaking  your  power  in  the  firft  inftance,  and 
abufing  it  in  the  fecond,  you  was*  pleafed,  in  a  public 
Report  upon  the  bufmefs,  to  infert  a  paragraph;  and  to 
add  W  it  the  pointed  energy  of  a  '*  Nota  Bene/'  containing 
your  official,  or,  rather,  I  ftiould  fay,  your  qficious 
opinion  ;  tending  to  fhew,  that  the  Tythes  of  part  of  the 
new  allotments  belonged  to,  and  were  claimable— ^zoi 
hy  me-^not  by  the  ReBor  of  Fleet;  but  by  gentlemen 
entirely  ttnconnefted  with  the  Parifh  of  Fleet,  and  who 
probably  never  heard  of  its  very  name.*  '*.i  — The 
legiflature    of    this    Kingdom;     King,     Lords^     axKl 

"  *  %n\i  ht  it  imtWc  CnafteD^  That  the  raid  com- 

*''  mbn,  Droves,  and  Walle  Lands,  when  andfo  foon  as  the  fame 
•*  fhall  be  divided,  allotted, and  inclofed,  under  and  by  Virtue  of 
*"  this  Ad,  fhall  be  fubjedl  and  liable  to  the  fame  kind  of  Tythes, 
*'  or  cuftomary  payments  in  lieu  thereof,  diit  and  payable  to  the 
*^  faid  Rector  of  the  faid  Parijh  of  Fleet,  as  the  Owners, 
*'  Proprietors,  arid  Occupiers  of  the  old  inclofed  Lands  in  the 
*'  faid  Parifh,  are  now  refpe£lively  liable  to  pay,  fetout,  or 
**  fatisfy  to  fuch  Rector,  for  and  in  jefpe£l  of  fucfa  old  inclofed 
**  Lands,  *•     ' 

Commons 
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Commons  in  Parliament  affemblcd,  had  exprefsly 
enaSed,  that  thefe  Tythes  are  to  be  paid  to  the  Re£lor  of 
Fleet. — The  fuperior  authority  of  Mr.  Maxwell'^ 
opinion  fays,  that  they  niay  be  claimed  (and  he  clearly 
meant  it  as  an  invitation  to  them  to  do  fo)  by  gentlemen 
who  cannot  pofTibly  have  any  right  to  them,  but  in  his 
imagination. 


Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  with  a  little  aftonifhment,  by 
fome  indignant  readers,  that  an   Aft  of    Parliament  is 

the  clear  and  folemn  law  of  the  land. But"  what  has 

fuch  a  paltry  authority  as  the  law  of  the  land  to  do, 
when  put  in  competition  with  the  opinion  ofvfo  great  a 
lawyer  as  Mr.  Maxwell  ? ^ 

To   be  ferious.  Sir; If  you  had  really  poffefTed 

ihe  power  you  afTumed,  the  opinion  was  too  contemptible 
teven  to  be  laughed  at :  and  not  pofTeffing  fuch  a  power, 
language  does  not  contain  words  properly  expreffive  of 

your   conduft. You  well  know   that  fome  of    the 

gentlemen  whom  your  extraordinary  opinion  (if  it  had 
been  fupported  with  a  grain  of  reafon,  of  law,  or  com- 
iHion  fenfej  would  have  operated  to  ferve,  have  pointedly 
reprobated  an  opinion  fo  ridiculoufly  prepofterous,  and 
fmiledwith  contempt  (as  every  fenfible  ingenious  man 
.jnuft  do)  at  the  folly — the  abfurdity — the  impertinence 
iof  obtruding  an  opinion  you  was  neither  aiked  for, 
nor  was  even  competent  to  the  giving.- — —And  which, 
jf  you  had  been  competent  to  give,  you  ought  to  have 
been  afhamed  of  giving. -> 

C  '      '  Jt 
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It  has  been  aflved,  and  there  is  fonae  good  fcnfe  in  th^ 
enquiry,  what  could  poflibly  occafion  in  Mr.  Maxwell 
^n  enmity  lb  inveterate  againft  a  man  who  never  injured 
or  offended  him  ? — ^-Thofe  who  have  perufed  the 
liberal  and  elegant  letters  above  allufded  to,  will  not 
wonder  at  anv  decree   of    rancour   in    Mr.  Maxwell* 

however  uprovoked  or  unjuftifiabie. But,    in  the 

prefent  cafe,  it  is  eafily  accounted  for  Upon  the  principle 
of  a  general  rule^  which  never  had,  and  I  believe  never 

will  have,   a  fingle  exception. 1  mean,  that  minds 

like  Mr.  Maxwell's  never  forgive  thofe  they  have  ill- 
treated.' And  that  Mr.  Maxwell  had  treated  me  fo  ill, 

as  to  preclude  the  poiTibility  of  his  forgiving  me,  I  will 

hereafter  fhew  by  a  variety  of  inftances: -at  prefent 

I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  one  more,  which  though  it  has 
formerly  been  mentioned,  has  not  been  fully  explained. 

At  a  meeting  (November  I5th5  1793)  it  was  referred 
to  you  to  make  an  eftimate  of  what  would  be  a  fair 
equivalent  for  the  tythes  of  Fleet,  when  the  drainage 
and  inclofure  fhould  be   completed;  and  to  make  your 

report  at  a  fubfequent  meeting. To  enable  you  to  do 

fo  with  the  greater  precifion,  I  furnifhed  you  with  every 
kind  of  information  on  the  fubjed  you  could  pofTibly 
have  occafion  for,  as  accurately  as  it  lay  in  my  power; 
and  which  the  Parifhioncrs,  at  a  fubfequent  meeting, 
admitted  to  be  perfedly  correft;  as,  indeed;  I  w^ell  know 
it  was.- . 

At  a  meeting  ( 12th  December,  1793)  you  made  your 
Report;  when  your  eftimate  was  fo  far  from  being  fuch  a 
0ne  as  could  be  accepted;  that  I   was  then  ready,  and 

flill 
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ftill  am  able  to  prove  by  the  fairefl  deduclions  from 
indifputable  pcftulata,  that  it  fell  Taort  of  half  the 
probably  improved  yaUie  of  the  tythe?,  when  the 
drainage  and  inclofure  dial  I  be  completed.-- 

I  may  fafely  appeal  to  every  gentleman  prefent  at  thai; 
if^eting,  whether  they  ever  faw  a  man  more  confufed  or 

perplexed  than  you  was  on  this  occafion? -With  all 

your  happy  talents  at  reconciling  contradiQions,  ex* 
plaining  alway  paradoxes,  and  making  diftinflions 
without  any  difference;  fo  far  from  accounting  for,  or 
explaining,  you  had  not  a  fy liable  to  offer  even  io palUaie 

a  miftake  of  fuch  a  magnitude. A  proud  man,  who 

thinks  himfelf,  and  willies  others  to  think  him,  infallible; 
betrayed  by  whatever  means,  into  fo  enormous  an  error, 

was  really  entitled  to  pity. As  I  had,  at  that  time,  no 

other  reafon  to  queftion  your  abilities,  and  none  at  all  to 
doubt  your  integrity,  I  really  did  feel  for  you  as  much 
as  you  feemed  to  feel  for  yourfelf :  and,  as  every  body, 
elfe  was  (ilent  on  the  fubjecl,  I  propofed,  in  order  to 
difpofe  of  the  bufihefs  in  fome  mode,  that  you  fbould 
reconfider  the  matter;  that  to  enable  you  to  do  fo  with 
precifion,  you  (hould  take  at  lead  a  curfory  view  of  the 
lands  in  the  Parifli,  and  make  yx^wx  amended  report  a: 
;he  next  meeting. 

This  propofal  you  eagerly  caught  at,   and  readily  ac- 
ceded fo. But  it  is  evident  that  you  accepted  it 

without  any  intention  of  performing  it. You   well 

knew  that  no  revifion  of  the  fubjeO:,  nor  any  furvey  of 
the  Pariflij  could  rationally  account  for,  or  in  any  manner 

C  2  juftif)f 
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juftify  fo  vaft  a  deviation  from  the  fa£l. It  therefore 

became  neceffaryto  ftifle  the  bufmefs  by  fome  kind  of 
fubterfuge,  however  difficult  it  might  be  to  find  one. — — - 
What  that  fubterfuge  was,  I  am  now  to  explain. — - — 

Before  the  intended  meeting  I  received  a  letter  from 
you;  which,  though  I  have  accidentally  miflaid,  I  can; 
ftate  the  contents  of  it  as  accurately  as  if  it  lay  before 

me.* It  began  with  faying  "  Thatithad  beenfuggefted 

'*  to  you,  that  the  Tythes  payable  to  me,    were  very 

<*  different  from  the   ftate  I   had  given  of  them. 

'*  Thdit  Jb-ong  evidence  of  this,  would  be  produced,  from 
•^  fome  pleadings  of  my  own:''  and'  it  concluded  with 
requefting  frefh  data,  upon  which  to  form  the  cal- 
culations.  

Surely  it  ought  to  have  occurred  to  you,  if  your  in- 
formation was  anonymous,  that  it  deferved  no   credit  at 

all And  if  you  had  it  from  a  vohntary  informer,  that 

it  deferved  just   as   much! You  knew  perfe6lly 

well  (for  you  had  heard  it  yourfelf)  that  the  ftate  I  had 
given  you  of  the  tythes,  had  received,  not  only  the 
tacit,  but  the  exprefs  fan6lion  of  the  parifh,  who  were 
alone  interefted  in  it,  and  Vv^rofe  concern  it  was  to  detefl 

error,  if  any  error   exifted. So  far   from  it,   they 

unanimoufly,  and  repeatedly,  in  your  prefence,  admitted 
that  my  ftatement  was  perfeftly  right,  and  correal. — — 
Yet  all  this  was  in  a  moment  to  be  overturned,  by  the 
pretended  dark  fuggeftions  of  an  anonymous,  or  at  beft 
a  voluntary  informer;  if,  in  faft,  you  had  any  informer 
at  all:  and,  upon  information  fo  queftionable  and  fuf- 

picious^ 
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picious,  you  very  modeftly  called  upmi  mc  to  falfify, 
tinder  my  own  hand,  a  ftatement  given  widi  all  pQffitlo 
correQnefs,  and  which  had  pubhckly  receive-d  4he- 
fan£lion  of  thofe  who  were  interelled  hicit.  .       . 

In  fuch  a  flate  of  the  matter,  I  fubmit  it  to  the  im- 
partial, whether  I  did  wrong  in  writing  you  the  folio-wing 
letter:  of  which  I  give  a  literal  copy,  that  they  may 
determine  whether  it  cdntkins  anything  improper^ 


COPY. 

^[  To  Mr.  GEORGE:  MAXWELL.  '       '^ 

<'   SIR, 

...  '       ^  '  i 

^'  I  am  favored  .xvith  yoiiys  of 
**  y^Ji^'^dciys  date ;  in  anfwer  to  which,  I  can  only  fay,  that 
I  know  of  no  fuch  modus  as  that  which  you  mention  has  beciv 
f^gg^f^d  to  you -y  nor  of  any  thing  elfc  that  can  operate,  int 
any  manner^  to  narrow  my  right  to  every  f pedes  of  Tyth6 
^«  that  can  he  claimed  in  this  parifi,-  ,.  >  -Much  lefs  can  J 
'^  conceive  what  can  be  meant  by  evidence  of  fuch  a  matter 
^«  being  produced  fro7n  fome  '*  pleadings  of  my  own:"  as  I 
*^  never  had  occafion,  nor  ever  did  inflitutc.  anyfidt  to  eflabUfh 
<*  my  claims ;  which  never  before  werd  the  fubjeU  of  doubf^ 
<*  and  never  at  all  the  fubje^  of '  litigation,^""'^ 

**  lean 
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'  •* '/  tan  thertjort  only  refer  you  to  the  Jhort  bzlt  poiriiei 
*^  ft  ate  before  fent  of  my  claims  (and  which  you  will  recolle^y 
^  were  fully  and  exprejly  admitted  by  the  gentlemen  prefent  etv' 
**  the  meeting)  as  the  only  data  upon  which  calcilatidjis,  if 
**  any  be  made^  77111/1.  be  formed, — — 


^  5'  But  I  am  happy  that  your  letter ^  and  the  fuggefiion 
<-^  alluded  to  in  it,  furnijh  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
**  requefling,  that  no  further  progrefs  -maybe  made  in  fuck 
*«  calculations, — I  fnd  the  me  afar  e  is  Jo  generally  y  I  might 
<^  almojl  fay  univ  erf  ally  y  unpopular  ar.iong ft  my  parif doner  Sy 
<*  and  is  fo  little  wifhed  for  by  ^nyfelf,  who  am  perfectly 
*^  fatisfedas  I  am;  that  any  further  fep  in  the  matter  ^  I  am 
**  convinced^  would  be  only  amofl  ufelefs  wafe  of  your  and 
<^  Mr,  Hare's  time;  and  from  the  multiplicity  and  confequeace 
'*  of  your  avocations,  I  am  Jure  your  time  is  much  too  valuable 
*'  both  to  the  public,  and  yourfelves^  to  be  wcfled  without  an 
f  *  ohjtB  in  view. 

<^  I  therefore  again  requejl^  as  far  as  myrequefl  can  avails 
'*  that  nothing  viore  may  be  done  in  calculations  as  to  the 
**  tythesof  Fleet;  which  were  not  at  frfi  taken  up  at  my 
**  reqmfition<i  and  never  had  more  than  my  confent  (I  might 
<*  indeed  fay  my  tacit  confent)  as  I  voted  againjl  the  quefioH 
<«  at  the  fecond  meeting;  and  was  far  from  wifhing  it  to  bi 
^^  refwmed  at  the  lajt. 

**  /  am^  Sir^  s 

^  your  mofl  obedient  ' 
~    "  humble  Servant^ 

t^v  *^  JAMES  ASHLEY, 

\\  Fleet  ReB^ory^  Dcctmhr  2  2d,  i793**' 
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It  is  necelTary  to  follow  thfe  matter  one  ftep  further, 
to  the  qpxl  .meeting :  (January  i,  1794.)  There,  Sir, 
your  namdcfs  fuggeftor,  your  informer  in  nubibuSj  did 
not  dare  to  fhew  his  refpeQable  face,  and  fupport  his 
dark  fuggeftions;  and  all  the  fatisfaftion  I  could  obtain 
asito  thole  ^'  pleadings  of  my  own;''  was,  that  if  they  had 
any  meaning  at  all,  they  alluded  to  ^  fuit  commenced, 
^nd   even  concluded,  long  befoj'e  I  was  Rector  of  Fleet; 

and  even   before  I   was  in  holy  orders. ^A  fuit  to 

which  I  was  neither  party,  attorney,  or  folicitor;  and 

in  the  event  of  which,  I  had  no  intereft. Yet,  with 

a  degree  of  truth  and  confiftency,  which  few  will  either 
envy,  admirq,  or  imitate,  this  was  called  ^'pleadings  of 
**  my  own:'''  and  it  was  upon  fuch  "  strong  evidence^'* 
to  ufe  your  own  words,  that  I  was  to  be  conviQed  of 
the  black  and  heinous  crime  of  endeavouring,  by  a  falfe 
ftatement,  to  plunder,  to  rob,  and  injure,  the  inhabitants 
of  a  parifh,  with  whom  I  have  always  lived  in  the  moft 
comfortable  ftate  of  peace  and  content;  of  mutual  har- 
mony, and  fatisfaftion. 

You  well  know,  if  I  were  aQuated  by  motives  of 
perfonal  enmity,  I  could  trace  this  difgraceful   bufinefs 

flill  further. 1  fliall  decline  doing  fo,  unlefs  future 

circumftances  fhould  make  it  neceffary. 

I  have  now  Gated  two  inftances  of  your  unjullifiable 

ill-treatment  (and  may  hereafter  have  occafion  to  detail 

many  more]  as  unprovoked  as  they  are  unprecedented 

I  call  upon  you,  in  this  open  and  public  manner,  to 

controvert  a   fingle    circumfiance   I   have   ftated. 

* 

Confuie  them  if  you  can ! Deny  them  if  you  dare ! ^ 

Oh~— 


V    ^4     / 

'Ob, biit  it  Was  fald  at  Spalding,  "  That  tnf  prefent , 

« 'opimon  of  you  and  your  condu6t,  would  be   flatly 

«f  contradiBed  hy'  my  own  hand   writing!  " If  this 

m<iahs  any  thing,/it  can  only  mean' that  1  once  thought 

%etter  of  you- than  I  do  now. —I  am  far  froin  denying 

orwifhing  to  deny  ft.  ■  ■  The  letter  I  have  juft  copied 
above,  is  a  proof  of  it;  and,  I  imagine,  is  the  very 
'fi^HAND  writing"  fo  pompoufly  alludcd  to.- — '■ — It  is 
true,  like  manyothers^  I  haftily  tookupan  opinibnofyou 
warmly  in  your  favour,  which  fubftquent  experience  msfde 

me  at  my  leifure  coolly  lay  down  again. In  this  I  am  far 

.  from  being  lingular;  hundreds  are  under  exa8:ly  the  fame 

predicament. Is  your   vanity  fo  confummat^  as   to 

fuppofe  that  you  are  the  only  fubje6l  upon  which  it  \$ 
not  lawful  for  a  man  ever  to  alter  his  opinion,  however 
erroneous  he  may  find  that  opinion  to  be?  Or  however 

you  may  a8;  to  induce  him  to  change  it?- Or  am  I  the 

only  man  that   mufl  not  be  allowed  to  think  differently, . 
even   of    Mr.  Maxwell,    at  very   remote  periods  of 

time?- Inflead  of  fuppofmg  that  this  implies  a  charge 

of  inconfiftency,  let  us  ftate  the  plain  fa61. In  wri- 
ting to  you  in  the  year  179J»  I  expreffed  myfelf  jzi/?  as 

/then   thought: three  years  afterwards,  from  the 

'fulleft  and  cleareft  conviftion,  I  now^o  exa^lythc fa7nc 
thing  ! 

You  feem  to  have  in  your  keeping  the  opinions  and 
fentiments  of  all  the  liberal  minded  men;  for  you  con- 
fidently told  me,  "  That  there  was  not  one  liberal  minded 
«  man-)  but  what  condemned  the  publication  that  makes 

**  you   fo    very  angry, " To    abate    a    little    the 

arrogance 
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arrogance  that  diflated  this  erroneous  pofition,  let  me 
Avhifper  in  your  ear,  tliat,  for  that  publication,  I  have 
received  the  thanks  (by  Idler  as  well  as  parole)  of  very 
inany  of  the  mofl  refpeftable,  and  liberal  minded  men 

m  the  country. 1  have  no  objeclion  to  fliewing  you 

the  letters,  and  giving  you  the  namCvS  of  fuch  of  them 
as  are  above  the  reach  of  your  ill-ennployed  power:  at 
the  fame  time,  fuch  of  them  as  by  any  poffibility  may 
become  liable  to  the  mild  eftefts  of  your  friendly 
KINDNESSES,  1  Will  moft  cautloufly  fhield  from  the 
TENDER   MERCIES  of  fuch  2l  man! 

What  thofc  TENDER  MERCIES  arc,  fome  very  recent 
circumftances  hive  fufficiently  fliewn ;  and  given  the 
inhabitants  of  this  neighbourhood  frefli  caufe  to  deplore 
the  lofs  of  that  mild,  humane,  worthy  man,  Mr.  Philip 
Afhiey;  and  double  caufe  to  lament  his  being  fuc- 
ceeded  *    by  a  man   of   a    charaftcr   fo  diametrically 

*  Tn  an  eJcc-ant  ■bubUcatAon  of  Mr.  Maxwell's,  which  he  is 
plcaTccl  to  caii  '*  An  Addrels  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  North 
'*  Level  ;  "  though,  in  ia6t,  it  contains  little  more  than  the 
moft     Icurrilous     invc£tivcs    again  ft     many     very     rcfpectablc 

charafters  : In    this  literal  ccmpofition^   which  is   dated  from 

Fi. ETTON.  fpraking  of  Idmielf,  his  durlUig  fubje£fc,  he  expreiles 
himielf  in   ih«    following  'elegant^   clajjlc at,  diXid.  grammatical 

manner. — ''  1     here     solemnly     declare,     that,  no 

**  T  E  M  p  TAT  ION  UPON  E  A  RT  11 ,  fioulcl  evf  inclucc  VIC  to  quit  the 
'*  filaation  I  am  in,  a  htu-ition  peculiarly  adapted  to  my 
*'  convenience,  my  habits  of  life,  the  education  of  my  children, 
**  my  family  connexions,  and  rs^v  regard  for  a  few  refpcftable 
"  acquaintance,  amongft  whom  I  v/as  born,"  Szc. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  this  country,  and  richly  would 
lie  have  been  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  its  inhabitants;  if 
(forgetting   old  habits)  he   had   fuftcred  a  littU    irutk  to    have 

attached  to  this  solemn    declaration. They  "would  then 

never  have  known  the  bitter  day  that  brought  him  to  rcfule 
amongft  them.,  nor  felt  all    it's  dire  and  baneful  coiifct^ucnce;;. 

But,   alas! even  a  solemn   declaration   could  not 

Iccurc  a  little  truth  and  confiftency  from  Mr.  Maxwell. — — 

D  oppofue*, 
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oppofite,  that  nature  feemed  intent  upon  making  a 
complete  and  perfeQ  coatrad. — — Under  his  gentle, 
prudent,  generous  management,  the  landlord  was  re- 
fpeded,  beloved,  and  almoft  adored,  as  his  excellent 
charatler,  and  flill  more  excellent  heart,  moil  richly 
defervedao  be :  and  his  tenants   v/ere  eafy,  contented, 

and    happy. But    (mark   the    fad    reverfelj    under 

your   cruei,   and  oppreflive    condu9,    the  tenants   are 


***if#vf** 


-You  may  finifli^  the  fentence  as  well  as 

you  can  for  your  own  credit  and  honor. Whether  you 

do  fo  or  not,  hundreds  will  fuppiy  the  hiatus,  in  language 
perfeBIy  confonant  with  their  own   feelings^  and   con- 

viftion.. Faft-falling  times,  and  rents  mod  rigorouily 

raifed,  will  foon  enable  this  devoted  country  to  eflimate 

the   extent   of  their  obligations  to  Mr.  Maxwell > 

And,  if  the  poor  opprefTed  tenants  dai'e  fpeak  their 
real fe'ntments^  we  fhould  hear  enough  from  them,  W'ho 
are  {o  well  able  to  diilinguifh  between  their  amiable, 
humane,  generous  landlord,  and  bis  cruelj  fevere-^ 
unrelenting  ileward,  ■  . 

Has  it  never  occurred  to  you,  Sir,  that  you  might  as 
cffeQually  have  ferved  your  nobfe  employer,  and  im« 
proved  his  edate,  by  doing  your  duty  as  a  Commiffioner 
of  the  South  Holland  Drainage? — — With  this  dif- 
ference, tliat  inftead  q^ oppreffing  his  tenants,  you  would' 
have  been  promoting  their  intcreftat  the  fa.me  time.- — -« 

Have   you   done   so? —Is   there    a  liberal  minded 

man  even  of  your  own  defcription ; — - — -Nay,  is  there  a 
man  q^  any  defcription^  who   will  be   hardy  enough  to 

iayji 
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I 

fay,  chat  ycu  have  difcharged  your  duty^  in  an  honeft 
and  confcieritious  manner,  as  a  Conimiilioner  in  ikt 
South  Holland  Drainage  and.  the  Fleet  Inciofure?,— -^ 
If  there  be  fuch  a  man,  \ti  him  (land  forth,  and  avov/ 
himfelf! Aflv  your  ov;n  heart Do  you    think 

so       y  O  U  R  S  £  L  f  ?— \V ill       A N  Y       O  T  H  E  K       M  X  N       S  A y 


■■  I  anij  Sec. 

JAMES  ASHLEY. 

FLEET  RECTORY, 

C^ohr  the  iilhy  1706. 
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X  HE  South  Holland  Drainage  Aft  pafTed  into  a  law 

in  Ma     i793*> And  what  has  yet  been  done? 

May  17975  finds  the  work  in  a  ftate  far,  very  far,  from 
being  completed:  and  the  fourth  year  after  palling 
the  Aft  will  conclude,  without  feeing  it  further  advanced^ 
How  indeed  fhould  it  be  otherwife?  For  1  am  told  by 
many  perfons  interefted  in  it,  who  frequently  view  the 
works,  and  fee  with  extreme  regret  the  bufinefs  Handing 
Hill;  that  there  is  not  now,  nor  has  been  for  a  long 
time,  one  man  employed;  though  the  feafons  from  the 
£rft  have  been,  and  the  uncommonly  dry  ftate  of  the 
country  now,  is  beyond  expeftation  aufpicious,  and 
favorable  for  carrying  on  the  works. 

What  can  occafion  fuch  unexampled  delays  in  a  work 
of  fuch  moment,  and  confequence?  and  in  which,  com- 
pared with  that  confequence,  there  is  fo  little  to  be  done? 

1  have  heard  it   obhquely  infmuated,    that  the 

delays  are  owing  to  the  want  of  money. As  I  do 

not  know,  and  will  not  believe  it  poflible,  that  the 
CommilEoners  them  (elves  can  have  made  ufe  of  fuch  a 
pretence,  I  will  not  wafte  any  time  in  fliewing  its  futility: 
— It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  ftate  fome 
circumftances  that  apply  to  the  fubjeft. 

In 
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In  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  dated  June  the 
6th3  1 791 5  fpeaking  of  the  South  Holland  Drainage,  he 
ftates,  that  "  The  lowlands  (great  part  of  which  would 
<*  be  increafed  in  annual  value  tv;elve,  or  even  fifteca 
«'  fliillings  an  AcreJ  confifl:  of  about  Tw eniy -eight  iJionf and 

"  Acres.'' "  The  expenfc-,"  he  fays, "  would  be  ameer 

''  trifle,  when  compared  with  the  advantage.*' — - — And 
lie  afterwards  adds,  *'  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  prefumed, 
*'  that  about  Ten  TIiGuJand  Pounds  would  pay  the  whole 
**  cxpenfe." 

And  yet,  let  me  ailc,  has  there  not  been  a  Call  made, 
not  only  upon  thefe  lands,  but  upon  a  large  quantity  of 
highlands  alfo,  for  tuccnty  fiillings  per  Acre;  if  not  to 
b}gin  with,  yet  when  the  works  were  in  a  very  early 
ftate  of  progreffion. 

In  a  correcled  eftimate,  in  Mr.  Maxwell's  Report  of 
Auguft  the  18th,  1792,  in  which  every  article  is  par- 
ticularifed,  the  whole  expenfe  (includingj^2,345  185.  6d. 
for  contingenciesj  is  calculated  at  £'17,985  8i.  6i. 

Has  not  money  more  than  equal  to  the  largeft:  of 
thefe    eftimates    been    long    fince     advanced    by    the 

Proprietors? 1  am  credibly  informed  there  has. 

If  fo,  why  are  the  works  in  a  ftate,  not  only  unfiniflied, 
but  even  fufpended  ? 

I  do  not  ftate  the  amount  of  the  monies  advanced,  as 
a  fa£l  within  my  own  knowledge:  though  from  the 
authority  from  which  I  derive  my  information,  I  fully 

believe 
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Believe  it.-^-**^SnGuId.  however,  that  informatiori  happen 
not  to  be  perfeftly  correftj  I  may  venture  to  alTert,  that 
if  the  fums  aBually  received  on  account  of  the  intended 
vorksj  were  truly  and  fairly  dated ;  To  that  their 
amount  may  be  compared  with  the  above  eftimates, 
and  with  the  prefent  (late  of  the  works,  it  would  be 
extremely  eaty  to  form  a  pretty  correal  ideaof  thct^az^r^c)/ 
of  L  N  0 1 N  £  ?.  K 1.  N  G  ESTIMATES:  aod  the  propriety  and 
(tconony  of  tb e  s  u  s  s  s  !^  u  e  n  x   e  >;  p  1 4^1  d  :  t  u  ?.  e  ! 


May  the   10th,  1707. 
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Fleet  ReBory^  Avgiift  iOtJh  ^'J^T* 

FEEb  myfelf  entitled  to  fay,  and  I  am  uire  ir^y 
neighbours  and  countrynien,  the  inhabitants  of  South 
Holland  and  its  vicinity,  will  countenance  me  in  faying, 
that  I  owe  to  my  charafter,  and  filuation  in  life,  the 
ideclining  to  anfwer,  or  reply  to  anonymous  traJJi.-- — - 

Mr.  M.  has  thought  proper  to  publilh  eighteen  page§ 
of  faUTiood  and  fcurrility,  which  he  intends  i]),ould  be 
confidered  as  anfwering  my  letter  to  him. — — Biu  befides 
his  old  trick  o^  ahufing  and  calling  namesj  he  i3  pleafedj 
though  he  writes  in  his  ozvn  pcrfon»,  to  adopt  a  Jalfi 
fignature:  becaufe  he  was  afhamed  of  put'.ing  even  his 
jiatne  to  fuch  a  farrago  of  falfhood  and  folly;  or 
probably,  becaufe  he  knew  I  would  not  anfwer  fuch  trafla, 
:whilft  it  was  anonymous,  and  he  dare  not  fign  fuch  z 
firing  of  untruths. — — Could  he'be  afraid  of  difgracing 
liis  refpeHabk  r\2^mt  by  fubfcribing  it  P  .  ^  .-Alas!  that  was 
a  needlefs  fear;  for,  furely  a  name  fo  very  ranch  rtfpeBcdi 
{o  helovedj  and  To  adored  in  Spalding  and  it$ 
jieighbourhood,  could  jiot  eaftly  be  d/Jgraccd  by  ant 
thing!!— — - 

With  his  ufual  confiftency  Mr.  M.  pretends  to  inveigh 
againft  anonymous  fcribblers^  at  the  very  moment  that 
he  is  himfelf  an  anonymous  fcribbler,  and  is  exercifing 
the  word  part  of  their  abominable  trade,— — -For,  befides 
his  feigned  fjgnature,  the  very  correfpondent  he  pretends 

to  write  to;^  his  '«  Dear  5zr,"--- — -his  «« — -. =<- 

fc'  Efquire^is  without  a  name,^ — ^^A.nd  though  «'  Efquire^'' 
is  printed  at  full  length,  he  cannot  find  a  namcj  nor 
even  the  initials  of  a  name  for  thiis  'Squire  Blank  m 
the  clouds!—— 

And 


/ 
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And  yet,  in  a  fcrawl  fo  completely  anonymous,  he  rails 
at  anonymous  writers;  and  falfely,  bafdy^  and  iM- 
PUDEMTY  charges  me  with  an  anonymous  letter  I  did 
not  write,  and  confeqiK^ntly  am  not  anfwerable  for. 

I  always  have,  and  always  will  treat  Mr.  M.  with  that 
fairnefs  and  opennefs  that  never  faall   depart  from  my 

charafter   and    condiiQ. Whatever  he  writes,   and 

fottfcribcj  his  name  to,    fliall    always   meet  with   proper 

notice. ^^And   even  the  wretched  ribaldry  he  hasjnft 

piiblifhed,  if  he  will  addreG  it  to  me  in  a  fair,  open,  and 
proper  m.anner;  and  fign  his  name  to  it;  I  pledge  myfelf 
to  the  public,  that  I  will  then  fliew^,  to  their  fatisfaSion, 
that  befide  the  nicknames  and  fcurrrility ;  every  page, 
every  paragraph,  and  almofi:  evey  line  of  it  is  replete 
with  falfe  [nEis—falfe  inferences— /iz^  ftatements — -fcilfe 
xtdXonmgs—falfe  quotations— -/j.//^ charges — 'falje  every 

THING. 1  will  then  take  it  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

deteB:    every  falfhood    it    contains,    and    expofe    the 

miferable   fophiftry  that  envelopes  them. But   'till 

then,  I  again  fay,  I  will  not  anfwer,  or   condefcend  to 

*V         notice  farther,  any  more     anonymous     tralh;    or  any 

^  other  trafh  that  is  not  addreffed  to  me  by  a  name  that,  I 

thank  God,  I  never  had  any juft  caufe  to  be  alhamed  of; 

and  which  fliall    aKvays   be  fubfcribed  to    whatever  I 

publifh,  of  a  nature  that  I  ought  to  be  refponfible  for. » 

In  the  mean  time,  I  earneltly  wifh  that  every  perfon 
who  has  honored  w^ith  their  ^erufal  my  letter  to  Mr.  M. 
would  alfo  perufe  his  prefent  mod  extraordinary  fquib; 
and  then  determine  impartially,  whether  it  can  truly  or 
fairly  be  faid  to  amount  even  to  an  attempt  at  anfwering 
the  material  parts  of  my  Letter. 

JAMES  ASHLEY. 


